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TIIK  «(»IM'KI(MINK  t()i:NTUY. 
Hy  .1.  H   TYKRKir,.  M.A..  K.(i.S..  F.R.S.C. 

t  Aiiiiiiiil  \l,,t,iHi.  ■/../•..„/. .   !/.(,, /i.  I'll:  ' 

Tlif  i'o|»|u  iMiiiif  ciiiuitry  is  Hitimttii  iilxiiit  the  centre  of  the 
uunluTn  coiiMt  of  North  Airiericu,  just  mmth  of  tlie  Arctic  Ocean, 
the  Hhoffs  of  «l'i('li  HIT  low.  Mhiillow  iind  rovfrcd  with  in-  for 
most  of  fhr  sMiiiiii)-i'. 

Wlialitijr  shijiN  now  rcjfularly  navigate  th«'  Arctic  (Jcean 
from  HehriDK  Strait  as  far  eastward  aa  thi-  mouth  of  the  Mac- 
kenzie Kiver,  but  from  tliis  point  eastward  navigation  becomes 
more  difficult  and  more  impeded  with  ice,  so  tluit  it  haH  rarely 
been  possible  for  such  vessels  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  (,'oppei- 
mine  River. 

The  country  here  cousidcreii  is  of  unknown  area,  but  speak- 
ing ^rcnerally.  it  lies  near  the  moutli  of  Mic  Coppermine  River 
and  would  ai)pear  to  extend  one  hundred  miles  or  more  west- 
ward from  it  alonjf  the  Arctic  Coast  and  about  two  hundred 
miles  eastward  from  it.  Taking  its  centn-  as  a  point  on  the 
Coppermine  River,  about  thirty  miles  above  its  mouth,  this  cen- 
tre lies  nine  hundred  miles  northwest  of  Fort  (.'hurchill,  on  Hud- 
son Bay,  five  hundred  and  fifty  miles  west-nort Invest  from  the 
head  of  Chesterfield  Inlet  on  Hudson  Bay,  three  hundred  miles 
north  of  Fort  Rae  on  the  norih  arm  of  (ire.it  Slave  Fiake,  and 
fifty  miles  ea.st  of  Great  liear  liake. 

At  the  present  time  the  easiest  method  of  reiiehint;  it  is  to 
dcs<'end  tile  Mackenzie  and  i.llialiascii  U'ivers  from  Atluib.i.sca 
Landinjr  to  the  mouth  of  Creat  Bear  Ljike  Hiver,  to  iiseend  this 
river  to  (ireat  Boar  Lake,  cross  Grejit   Benr  l^ake,  and  thence 

to  strike  ;ier<,,s  the  (■(lUlltrv  eilslWillii   flHiii  (Jrejit    Hi'.ir  L;ike  to  the 

Cop|>eniiine:  but  the  inain  difticulty  in  this  route  is  caused  by 
the  fact  that  (Ire;it  Bear  Lake,  which  is  very  larfje,  havinj?  an 
area  of  11,8(M1  scpiare  miles,  is  only  open  thronirhout   its  whole 
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I'xiriii    I'of  .ilidiit    I  wo   iiiDiitlis  of  I'iM'li   yojir,    from   the   tirst   of 
Aiiiriist  to  the  liist  of  OctoliiM-. 

A  r.iiior  i-oiiir  li;icU  iiortli  liDiii  (!reat  ^<lave  Lake  (area 
10.701)  si|ii,ii'.  iiiilcxi  to  th"  I'ast  I'tid  of  (Ircat  Hear  Lake,  and 
tlictirc  to  the  < 'opperiiiiiii'  l\ivcf.  It  is  available  for  a  little 
loiiiTiT  till!.-  tliai)  till'  othci-.  in  fact  from  tlie  time  when  (Ireat 
Sla\('  Lake  o|iciis  on  tlii'  tii'sf  of  .Inly  until  it  fi'er/cs  airain  on 
tilt'  tirst  of  N'o\cml)er. 

A  parly  IraNcilinu  tliroiiL'li.  or  stoppintr  in,  thai  i-ounti\v 
i-aii  ailil  lai'L'cly  to  its  supply  of  pro\  i-ioiis  hy  ratdiinu'  tlie  tisli 
\sliii-li  ar>'  ^o  aliumiant  in  the  i-i\crs  aiui  lakes,  and  liy  sliootin^ 
till'  ■•arilnMi  which  roam  in  \ast  herds  over  the  open  Jilains; 
hut  it  is  ni\.  r  safe  to  di-|icnd  on  tlicsi'  sources  of  supply,  for 
hoth  ni.iy  tail  nt  .-ritical  tinier,  or  if  they  do  not  I'litirely  fail 
lliey  may  heeome  so  scant.x'  as  to  taN  the  streiiirth  and  eii(>r<.'.v 
"''  'li''  !'.iiiy  in  urd.'i'  to  ohtain  siifiieient  food  to  support  exist- 
I'li''''.  '•■hiie  Ihat  \rry  stren<_'tli  and  enefL'.v  slmuld  lie  devoted  to 
pro-,pei-!iiej-  and  e.\p|oiat  ion.  It  would,  thcrel'ore.  he  advi-.,ih!e 
(i>r  a?i>  party  enteririe-  the  country  to  take  with  it  provision> 
siif!;  -i.-nl  to  -'ipply  at  l.'ast  two-thirds  of  the  normal  rations. 
ch,et!\  Ml  the  form  of  cereals.  suL'ar  and  fat.  while  the  r(><r:on 
itself  'iii'_'lit    he  dipeiided   on    to  ^ilppl.\'  a    t'aii'  ipiaiitity  of  lean 

llleal. 

'I'-c  ( 'oppeiiniiic  liivei-  iisi.||'.  wliii-h  I'ows  tliroiicli  the 
middie  of  (!i,.  ( 'oiiperniiiii-  country,  i-;  ,-,  stivain  from  four  to  li\e 
hiindied  iiiiles  loiie.  It  lises  <oi  I  le  w  h  i  •  ii  ■  to  till'  (vist  oi'  northeast 
"■  I'i'i';'  l.-ih  •  i'l'haii  ■■/■."'  '  ./  '/■'/"  ,  :;iif|  :'(i\is  fcep  iliai  i:.;^,. 
iiori  h  .vai'l  to  north  latitude  fl7  !>!'.  -aIh  re  it  empties  into  Coro- 
iioiiui    <liilf,    one    of    llie    e-reat    hays   of    the    .\rctie    (lean,    live 

llHi;:i-'-!     Miles    ,;   >l     ..f      ill,      iiloMtll    ni'    tile     ,\1  aejc ,   ,  |/i,  ■     IJlv,.,-.        'I'ile 

sit'  ■nil  is  ..\',ifi.  Iiul  rather  shallow,  and  is  hrok-cn  hy  mimerous 
rapids.  thoi|e|i  iiiost  of  th(>se  can  he  descendeij  in  canoes  under 
the  i-iiidaiic-  of  eooil  'anoemeu.  The  ice  on  it  hreaks  up  annu- 
ally ahoiit  the  !i?-st  .if  .Iiine  and  does  not  form  auain  until  ahout 
tile  li'vi  oi'  (>eioher.  Its  Indian  name  is  T:iiii  i!/:i\  meaniuLT 
Metal    lii\er. 

I  lie  Coppiiiiiine  coiinH.v  lies  ivithin  what  are  known  as  the 
liarreii  (;roii>ids.  ..r.  i,,  n^,-  the  proper  translation  of  the  Indian 


'I'm:  ( 'uiTi:i;\i  INI,  (ihnikn       Tnkuki.i..  "> 

Diiiiie.  tlie  Trct'lt'ss  H('<;i()ii.  ulicre  all  tlic  iiplaniis  an'  devoid  of 
trees  iiml  almost  (levoid  of  slinihs,  and  heai-  Imt  a  stunted  jirowth 
of  firasses,  sedges,  ami  low  Ai'etie  annuals.  Near  the  head  of 
tile  fiver  some  trees,  riii^ltv  s|iriire.  tamarae  and  jiojilar,  jrrow 
around  the  shores  of  Point  I..ake.  and  ijroves  of  smaller  trees 
exti'iid  liorthward  aloiitr  its  hanks  to  uitliin  twenty  miles  of  its 
mouth. 

For  more  than  two  hundred  years  native  copper-  has  heen 
known  to  exist  uii  the  h.niUs  of  the  ( 'op|)ermiiie  Kiver,  and  over 

lai'iTe  ;i!i-;is   i;;    its   \ic!lli'y.       \\' fl  I  i  IIl;'  .iliolll     1714.    .\l.   .liT''mie.    will) 

had  heeii  ill  chaise  dI"  \nfk  Factory  oi'  l''ort  llourlioii.  then  the 
most  northerly  tradiiii.'  post  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson  j'.ay. 
between  17ns  and  1711.  while  it  was  in  the  jiaiids  of  the  l-"rTiich, 
.says  of  the  1  )o!_'riiilHMi  liidi;iiis:  '•Tiicy  have  in  their  (Mnintrx  a 
mine  of  red  copper  so  ainindant  and  so  pure  that  without  piil- 
tiu'j'  ii  throiii:li  the  forire,  just  as  they  ohtain  it  at  tlie  mine,  they 
pouiiil  it  hetweeii  tuo  ^loncs  :iiid  mak'c  auytliinLT  that  they  wish 
with  it.  I  'lave  ol'icii  seen  it.  siiirr  iiin'  lii'ii.in-  cHiiNtaiiily 
hrinu  It  from    here  when  th.-y  i.'o  in  war  ]i:ii-tics." 

Thus  the  I'rcucli  traders,  who  travelled  se  far  t  hr'Umh  the 
nortl'.erii  country  aiiil  i;a\e  told  lis  so  niucli  ahom  it.  weri'  the 
first  to  L'ive  us  iiil'orin.-ition  .itioiit  thi^  leeiun  wliieh  ^till  M'ems  so 

reel     ,t,-    ;>■!.'     'Kl'ii    ■'■<':•.     ..I     ;,      e      ,s 

After  ^'ork■  h'aclory  and  the  oilier  tradine-  po^l^  on  lliids'ni 
J'ay  Were  handed  hack  liy  ihe  French  lo  the  llrieli-h  and  to  the 
lIudMio's  Il.'iy  ( 'oiiipaii;.  .  thn>e  in  cunt  ■.>!  nf  ihis  latter  company 
immediately  hi'LTaii  to  look  \'"\'  lie  ereat  initu'  of  cupper  from 
^^lli'■|;  the  l-lsMuimaux  and  Inuiaii-.  deri\eil  their  >np|ii>-  ul'  the 
nietal.  and  as  e.irly  as  .Inly.  1717.  they  sent  out  Kichafii  Xio'ton, 
a  hoy  aliout  se\e!itecn  years  of  aL'c.  w  lio  had  NJiiiv^  ti  a  ei'cat  apti- 
tude I'or  learning;'  the  ( 'liippewy,;n  Indian  laiiLTuac'e.  with  two 
of  these  Indians.  .\o  account  ol'  Norton's  journey  has  e\er  heen 
puhlished.    iiui     from    the    remai'ks    of    Captain    .^li(ldleto!l    .and 
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Arthur  Dobbs,  it  would  appear  that  he  spent  about  a  year 
travelling  with  the  Indians,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  he 
went  as  far  north  as  the  Coppermine  River  itself.  At  all  events, 
judginp^  from  the  reports  brought  back  by  him  and  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  Northern  Indians,  Captain  Christopher  Middleton, 
F.R.S..  writing  in  174:?,  makes  the  following  remarks: — 

"All  the  Indians  I  have  ever  conversed  wilh,  who  were  at 
the  Copper-mine,  agree  in  this;  That  they  were  two  Su.rmers 
going  thither,  pointing  towards  the  north-weft  and  Sun-setting, 
when  at  Churchill;  and  that  where  this  Mine  is,  the  Sun,  at  a 
certain  Season  of  the  Year,  keeps  running  round  the  Horizon 
several  times  together,  without  setting.  Now  we  know  from  the 
Principles  of  Cosmography,  th'it  this  cannot  be  true  of  any 
place,  whoso  latitude  is  less  thau  67  or  68  Degreei^,  even  allowing 
for  the  Effects  of  Refraction:  And  if  the  Credibility  of  the 
Testimony  of  these  simple-  Indians  be  called  in  question,  I  can 
mention  that  of  Mr.  Norton,  who  was  Governor  at  Churchill 
above  hventy  years,  and  had  travelled  almost  a  Year  north- 
westward by  Land  with  this  Country  Indians.  This  Gentleman 
has  often  affirmed  tne  same  thing  of  the  Sun:  and  that  in  his 
whole  journey  he  met  with  no  Salt  River,  nor  Tree,  nor  Shrub, 
but  only  Moss:  and  that  he  and  his  Retinue  were  reduced  to 
such  E.\tr»^>>!iry  as  to  eat  Moss  several  days;  having  nothing  else 
that  could  serve  thciii  for  Substcnance  but  their  Leather 
BreeclK"<.  wliicli  thoy  cat  up  also.  Now  it  will  appear,  from  a 
just  triironometrical  Computation,  that  Churchill  being  in  Lati- 
tude ."ilt  ,  and  the  Mine  in  l.atitude  G7°,  and  the  Bearing  N.  W. 
the  dilVcrence  of  Loujritude  between  Churcliill  and  the  Mine  is 
17'  4.")'  (actu;illy  11"  MO').  Rut  Wager  River's  Entrance  being 
in  Latitude  G.")"  2i>'.  and  10  Desrrces  of  I^onirituile  east  of 
Chiif<!iill.  the  Diti'crcnce  of  Lon-ritude  between  the  Jlouth  of  the 
RiviT  and  tlir  Mine  is  27"  4.')',  antl  their  Distance  in  the  Arch 
of  a  L're;it  Circle,  or  tlieir  nearest  Distance,  no  less  than  700 
Milo>.  (Actual  distance.  !•<•()  miles. ^  From  what  I  have  here 
ma-lc  out  <^(>iiver!:ins  this  ^line.  aiid  the  way  to  it.  upon  the 
Re[>ort  of  the  Indians  and  of  Govei-nor  Norton,  it  follows,  even 
to  Demonstration. 
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••1st.  That  neither  Wager  River,  nor  any  other  River  or 
Sea,  does  extend  so  far  westward,  from  any  Part  of  Hudson  8 
Bay  in  less  than  Latitude  65  \  as  to  cross  the  Rout  that  lies 
between  Wager  River  and  the  Mine.   And, 

•'2dly,  That  if  there  be  any  Passage  at  all,  it  must  run  up 
so  high  northward,  a.s  to  cross  the  Parallel  of  67'  on  the 
East  Side  the  Mine,  and  consequently  must  be  frozen  up,  and 
absolutely  unnavigable  the  whole  Year."* 

A  brief  reference  to  the  map  of  Canada  will  indicate  how 
nearly  correct  Captain  Middleton  was  able  to  judge  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Coppermine  country.  At  the  same  time  it  is  diflB- 
cult  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  Richard  Norton,  his  in'formant, 
had  either  visited  the  country  himself  or  had  gained  a  very  just 
idea  of  its  position  through  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
language  and  character. 

In  1719  the  directon.  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  order- 
ed Mr.  Norton,  upon  application  of  his  mother  on  his  behalf,  a 
gratuity  of  £15  on  account  of  having  "endured  great  hardships 
in  travelling  with  the  Indians, "f  doubtless  on  tb's  journey  to 
or  towards  the  Coppermine  country.  With  reference  to  this 
journey  a  Captain  Caruthers,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  states  in  the  Parliamentarj'  Report  of 
1749,  that  he  "himself  (iarried  Mr.  Norton,  who  was  afterwards 
Governor,  and  two  Northern  Indians,  to  Churchill,  where  he 
put  them  in  a  cane  ;  and  the  purpose  of  their  voyage  was  to 
make  discoveries,  and  encourage  the  Indians  to  come  out  to 
trade,  and  bring  Copper  Ore."  + 

In  the  same  Parliamentarj'  Report,  Alexander  Brown,  a 
surgeon  wiio  had  been  for  six  years  in  the  Company's  service, 
testified  that  the  Indians  "brought  down  the  ore  at  the  request 
of  (lovernor  Norton,"  and  also  "that  he  had  heard  the  late 


*A  vindiciition  of  the  Conduct  of  Captain  Christopher  Middleton  in  a 
late  voyage  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Furnace,  by  Capt.  C.  Middleton, 
London.  174."?,  p.  41. 

+  Keport  from  the  (Committee  Appointed  to  inquire  into  the  stRte  and 
condition  of  the  Countries  adjoining  to  Hudson's  Bay,  London  Oovt.  174d, 
p.  276. 

^Report  from  the  Committee,  1749,  p.  S.^l. 
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Mr.   Xorldii  Mi.v  tli.it   he  IkkI  liccti  ;it   this  .Mine  iiiid  tliiit  a  lon- 
sidcnililf  i|ii;iiitit\'  lit'  ('o|i|'ir  iiii<_'lit  Im'  lii'ouL'ht  <!(iwii."'* 

I)iiiinL'  tile  '<;iiiif  time  < ';i|it;iiii  Kniu'lit.  wlm  liiul  lic'n  in 
rliiiri,'!' lit' ;i  timiiliri- ill'  till'  ( 'iiin|i;iny  "s  |iiists  (.n  IIuilMtn  liiiy.  imd 
who  \v;is  liiiji>rlt'  thr  t'numlrr  ot'  ('hiuvhiil.  hiid  iilso  snii  scinie  . 
of  tiiis  i-iipiii'i'  orr  anil  hail  licronir  L'frally  iiiti'ii'^t'il  in  it.  tlioiitrh 
tiici'c  is  also  reason  to  siipi'osi'  tiiat  lie  (■iiii^iiicncj  that  it  was 
assoi'iati'il  with  uolil,  or  that  ".'old  occuri'fd  in  llu'  cotiiitrj'. 
Arthur  Doliiis  says  of  him.  that  lie  had  a  ^'fiat  sjiarc  in  the 
("om|iaiiy"s  stock  and  that  hr  iircsscd  thf  ('(Mii]iaiiy  to  ^'o  upon 
the  discovriy  and  ti'adc  and  had  stronj,'  ilicsts  maih'  to  holii  the 
{Told  he  was  to  hriti^'  home. 

In  the  s|irinjr  of  171M,  Caiitaiii  Knight  and  liis  associates 
sjiiled  from  Knjrland  in  two  shijis.  nameil  tlic  ""  Alhany  *  atid  the 
■■  i)isco\  crN . "  rnfiirtnnatcl.w  the  expedition  was  wi'e(d<e(i  on 
M;irh!e  Island  and  all  the  otiicers  and  crew  were  lost,  altlioiifrh 
their  fate  was  not  detiintely  known  until  the  year  ITtiT.  when 
their  remains  were  discovered  hy  Mr.  doseph  Stephens  of  the 
Hudson  Hay  Comjiaiiy.  who  was  in  eharsre  of  a  small  \-essel 
called  file  ■•Success."  cnf^atreil  in  the  whale  fishery. 

The  ai-couiit  of  the  finding  of  the  remains  of  Captain  Knif^ht 
and  his  men  is  f^iven  in  very  pathetic  terms  hy  Samuel  IlearnerJ- 
how  they  lived  on  the  island  for  a  coujile  of  year  and  used  to  go 
up  to  the  tiiji  of  the  rock  jookiiiL''  lor  someone  to  coiiie  and  rescue 
them.  .Hid  h  \  .  at  lasr.  only  twn  remained  and  of  iliesi'  two  one 
fell  (liiwii  ami  died  and  the  other  died  in  attempt  iiifr  to  hui'y 
hill! 

.\fter  the  ll!NUi•r(■^s|■|l|  and  trae'ie  \ii\;'er  nf  Kniulit  and 
Harlow  no  verimi^  atteiniit  was  made  to  tind  ihe  ( 'uppei'iiiine 
coip'ry  I'll]'  sdiiie  time.  Iml  the  follow  in'j  reli  ic'iei-v  to  it  in 
.XrtiHir  l)ulili\  ■■  Aeroiint  n!'  the  ('.lunli'ies  adjuiniii'.:  tn  lliidsi^n's 
l>ay."  1711,  pp.   17.4s.  ."I'l.-.nd  mi.  \\\\\  show    lli.it  it  w;i-   not   for- 

eol  !c||. 

"Mv.  l-'l'o-,'.  v  ho  h;is  lieen  in,-ili,\  ^'cil-s  .ipioxed  hy  the 
('omp,;ii.\-   ill   th''    r.;iy.   hoih   .i!    ( 'jiii  rrliii !   :iiid    .Mouv,.    i;i\er    j-'ae- 


•  l;.-|...r;    17l'.i.  1..  -J-ji;, 

'!l'-iiii.  ■-  .l.:"n:!l.    N.  w    (■Miti<,ii.  Tniunt".    li'll:    uiiti   iiitro(hii-tion  by 
.1.   !!    ■[■\n>n.  nt..  ■(,"  IV. 
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tory.  wlio  wiis  tlioir  ltit('ri)r.'tcr  witli  tli.'  Niitives,  and  travelled 

a  (•(Hisidci-alili'  Way  into  tlif  Country,  both  Nortli-Westward  of 

Clmivliill.  --. 

••He  says  wlicii  li.'  was  at  t'liurchill.  ho  travelled  a  eonsider- 

al.le  Way  in  tlie  ConiUry  Nortli-Westward  of  the  Hiver  of  Seals; 

liiat  ii.ar  tiie  Kiver^  and  Sca-euast.  there  was  small  shruhhy 
Woods,  hut  for  many  Miles,  at  least  6l)  farther  into  the  Country, 
thi\v  had  iiotiiiiiL'  liut  a  har'cn  white  .Moss  upon  whieii  the  Rain- 
Drcr  feed,  and  also  ihi  'oose.  HutTalos.  and  othiT  Dirr;  and 
th-  .\alivis  told  !iim.  1  irther  Westward  heyond  that  barren 
Cmntry.  tli.ri'  werr  lar>:c  Woods.  He  was  acquainted,  when 
thne  about  liftecn  Years  a<:o,  with  an  Indian  Chief,  who  traded 
at  Ciiurehill.  who  had  been  often  at  a  tine  Copper  .Mine,  whieh 
they  str\iek  otV  from  the  Roeks  with  sharp  Stones:  h  '  said  it  was 
ujion  Islands  at  the  .Mouth  of  a  Kiver,  and  lay  to  the  Northward 
of  that  Co)intry  where  they  had  no  N'ifrht  in  Summer. 

'•The  Company  avoid  all  they  can  makin-r   Diseoveries  to 

Xortliuard  of  Churchill. . 

•JJut  tlio'  they  are  fully  informed  of  a  tine  Copper  .Mine 
on  a  navitrable  Arm  of  the  Sea  North-westward  of  Whale  Cove, 
and  the  Indians  have  offered  to  (!arry  tlieir  Sloops  to  it,  yet  their 
Fear  of  discovei'iiifr  the  Passage  puts  Bounds  to  their  Avarice, 
and  i)revenfs  their  jroinfr  to  the  Mine,  which  by  all  Accounts  is 
very  rich  :  yet  those  who  have  been  at  Whale  Cove  own,  that 
from  thence  Northwards  is  aU  broken  land,  and  that  after  pa.ss- 
injr  some  Islands,  they  from  the  Hills  see  the  Sea  open,  leading 
to  the  Westward  : 

''Churchill  Riv'r,  in  Latitude  59-,  a  noble  River,  navi<rable 
for  !.■)()  Leajxues,  and  after  passing  the  F'alls,  naviprable  again  to 
far  distant  Countries.  al)ounding  in  Mines  of  (,'oi>pcr. 

•■Scro<rgs.  in  hi>;  journey  Nortiiward  in  1722  had  two  Nor- 
thern Indians  with  him.  who  had  wintered  at  Churchill,  and  told 
hiiH  of  a  rich  Coi>per  Mine  somewhere  in  that  Country,  upon 
the  Shore,  iieai'  the  >;ni'face  of  the  Earth,  and  tiiey  could  direct 
the  Sloo])  so  near  it,  as  to  lay  her  Side  to  it.  and  be  soon  loadon 
witli  it;  tiiey  had  broutrht  some  i)ieees  of  Copper  from  it  to 
Churchill,  that  made  it  evident  there  was  a  Mini'  thereal)onts. " 


■**^ 
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About  tlic  same  time  an  aerid  discussion  was  carried  on  be- 
tween Arthur  Dobbs,  and  t*ai)tain  Christopher  Middleton,  cap- 
tain of  llie  ■'Furnace,"  as  to  tlie  honesty  of  the  latter  in  endeav- 
oriuK  to  find  a  Xorth-Wcst  I'assajfe  in  1741-2,  and  while  the 
main  points  in  the  discussion  are  of  little  interest,  the  disputants 
published  four  iiooks  which  contain  some  useful  information 
about  Hudson's  liay  and  the  adjoining  country.  The  (piotation 
from  Captain  Middleton,  published  on  paf^e  ..,  is  from  one  of 
tliese  books.  The  following'  references  to  the  Coppermine  River 
also  occui"  in  them. 

Hil'.vard  Thompson,  sur^'con  (of  the  "Furnace";,  is  quoted 
as  statinji : — 

*  "Likewise,  the  two  Indians  irave  us  an  Account  of  a  River 
or  Straits,  Salt-water  and  deep,  a  great  Number  of  lar<;e  black 
Fish,  spoutiii}.'  up  the  Water,  and  that  they  were  five  Days  -n 
crossing'  it.  and  that  there  was  a  ('opper  Mine  upon  the  Side  of 
this  River  or  Strait,  antl  by  the  best  Accounts  t  could  f,'ather 
from  them,  it  was  som(>wiicre  hereaiiouts.  and  when  we  left 
Mrook  Coljiiam.  and  sailed  to  the  Xortb-eastward,  they  told  us, 
that  that  was  not  \\\i-  Way  to  the  Copper  Mine,  but  were  troing 
from  it." 

And  also : — 

v'Tlicse  two  Indians  left  their  Wives  and  Families,  and 
canii-  (111  bdiird  inlircl\-  In  slmw  us  thr  ('ii|)iicr  .Miru-  iieforr  men- 
tioned." 

Willi  regard  to  Richard  Norton's  journey,  Arthur  Dobbs 
makes  the  following  statement: — 

i'For  there  aic  several  Persons,  now  living,  who  know  the 
exact  '''iiui-  of  Norton's  setting  out  u|>on  his  Travels,  and  the 
Time  ot  his  Return,  who  all  aj:  ee.  that  Norton  was  a  poor  Hoy, 
taken  ,in  Apprentice  t)y  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company,  and  sent 
over  to  one  of  their  Factories  in  Hudson's  Hay.  After  he  had 
serveii  tliree  \rnvs  of  ills  Time,  he  became  a  tolerable  Linguist 
for  the  LanLMiatres  of  those  Nations  that  traded  with  the  Hud- 
son's Hay  Company's  Factors.— When  Norton  was  about  seven- 

".\  ^  .li.ucilHiii.    i74r>.  {1.    laii. 

M ,  I'ir..  p.  ISO. 

rKi-iiiMrk'-  npen  Miil.lleten 's  notViim.  t.y  Artliur  I>i>hl)S,  1744.  pp.  24-2.'). 
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toeii  Years  of  Ape,  a  Factory  was  Hi-st  begun  to  he  settled  near 
Cliurchill  Uiver,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  Coinpauy's  Trade;  and 
Norton  was  pitelied  upcn.  tlio"  a  Yontli.  to  go  in  quest  of  a 
Nation  of  Northern  Indians  (he  speaking  their  Language),  to 
acquaint  them  there  was  a  Factory  settled  at  Churchill,  for  pro- 
moting a  ("onmierce  hetween  that  Nation  and  the  ("oiiipany. 
Norton  set  out  in  his  Ciino.\  with  a  Northern  Indian,  the  Middle 
of  July,  1717,  anil  went  no  farther  to  the  Northward  than  the 
Ijatitude  of  (iO  Degrees,  lie  there  left  his  Canoe,  and  travelled 
in-liind  in  (piest  of  this  Northern  Nation,  took  a  great  Sweep  to 
the  Southward  of  the  West,  and  found  them  returning  to  the:r 
Winter  Quarters.  He  engaged  some  of  those  People  to  tra-  ' 
with  him  to  Churchill,  where  they  all  arrived  ahout  ChristnittS 
the  same  Year,  after  having  endur'd  a  great  many  Hardships. — 
How  does  this  Relation,  which  is  well  known  to  be  Matter  of 
Fact,  tally  with  Captain  Middleton's  Story  of  the  Indians'  and 
Norton's  travelling  by  Land  to  68",  their  seeing  the  Sun  running 
round  the  Horizon  for  several  Days  together,  especially  Norton, 
who  must  have  inverted  the  Order  of  Nature,  by  seeing  the 
Sun  above  the  Horizon  for  several  Days  together  in  Winter- 
time, when  in  68^" 

In  the  same  hook  Dohlis  <(uotes  Edward  Thompson  and  John 
Wigate,  the  surgeon  and  clerk  of  the  "Furnace,"  a.s  follows: — 

•"Whereas  it  hath  been  reported  by  Capt.  Middleton,  that 
Mr.  Norton,  late  Governor  of  Churchill,  travelled  from  Whale 
Cove,  in  the  Latitude  of  62°  off  to  65°  odd  inland,  without  In- 
terruption of  any  Lakes,  Rivers  or  Streights,  and  could  perceive 
no  such  Thing  as  any  Inlet  or  Opening  to  the  South  Sea,  etc. 

"To  confute  this,  it  has  been  several  Times  reported  by  the 
said  Norton,  that  so  far  as  he  travelled  he  saw  nothing  but 
broken  Lands  and  Islands  from  60°  to  the  Extent  of  his  Jour- 
ney; and  that  the  native  Indians  he  had  then  with  him  gave  him 
a  very  good  Account  of  a  Copper  Mine  upon  the  Side  or  Bank 
of  a  large  River  or  Streight;  and  that  a  Person  might  easily 
go  with  a  Ship  or  Sloop,  and  ly  close  to  the  side  thereof,  and  fill 
their  Vessel  with  the  aforesaid  Metal  at  Pleasure. 

•Remarks,  &c.,  pp.  146-7. 
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•Likewise   the  two   Nortliern   Indiims   tlnit    we   took    in  at 
Chureliill,  the  one  nanied  Niihiann.  the  other  la/.ana   i.tlio"  upon 
the  Ship's  Hooks  'hey  are  eallM  C'hiyhulla  and  ( Moytiiddy   .  ^'ave 
me  a   partieular  and  more  aftirmative  Aeeoiint   than  .Mr.   Nor- 
ton's.    They  mark'd  out  upon  my  Tahle  the  Tract  of  Land  or 
Confines  of  their  Country,  as  far  as  tliey  knew  tot'ether  witli  the 
(    >urse  of  some   remarkaltle  fresh   Water   Kivers  in  their  Coun- 
try; I)ut  in  partieuhir  they  f^ave  a  vrry  <rood  and  eh-ar  Ai-eount 
of  a  Copper  .Mine,  whirli  they  <renerally  u.sed  to  jro  to  onee  in 
two  Years;  and  at   this  Cojiper  .Mine  there  is  a  hir'.'e   Hiver  or 
Streij.'ht.  salt  Water  and  stron<r  Tides.  Ph-nty  of  a  iarire  kind 
of  l)laek  Fish.  whi<'h  liy  tiieir  description  I  iriia^'ine  to  he  Wiiates; 
and  that  they  were  five  days  in  crossin-,'  that  salt  Water  in  their 
Ci'.noes:  and  that  tliis  !{iver  or  Strei{.'ht  was  so  deep,  that   they 
could  find  no  iiottom  with  a  Deer  Skin  cut  into  very  fine  Tliontrs, 
and  at  least  was  an  hundred  Fathoms  loni; ;  that  file  Course  of 
this  River  run  towards  the  Sun  at  N'oonday,  and  this  Hiver  ap- 
peared to  me  to  he  aliout   the   Latitude  of  (;:{  ,  or  thereahouts : 
for  they  seemed,  in  our  Voyasre.  to  have  more  Ktiowledtre  of  tiie 
Land  near  that  Latitude  than  in  any  other  Part  of  our  Discov- 
ery; and  when  we  sailed  to  the  North-eastward  of  that  Latitude, 
they  told  us  we  were  jroinsr  from  the  Copper  .Mine,  and  the  Fiiver 
they  spoke  of. 

"The  Country  these  .Nations  inhaliit  in  Summer,  upon  ac- 
count of  their  killint.'  i)<'er,  they  told  me  was  all  liar'vn,  hifrh 
and  rocky,  and  that  they  jro  inland  in  the  winter  to  the  South- 
ward to  catch  Heaver  and  other  Furrs.  I  liad  frecpU'Ut  Confer- 
piice  with  these  two  Indians,  who  seemed  to  he  well  atlf'ected  to- 
wards me,  and  were  never  belter  ple.tvd  than  wlicn  1  was  writing 
a  Vocahulary  of  tlicir  Lanuuae-e;  hy  which  I  mitrht  he  euahled  to 
di>.e(iuise  with  them  more  familiarly,  and  they  were  \frv  eairer 
of  Icarninir  Hiiirlish, 

■•(;iven  under  our  !Lin,;s  this  !lth  Day  of  April,  174'!. 

'■EnWAHD   ThO.MI'SON 

'■Jul IN  Wkjatf. " 

Writ  !!<,_'     ::!'      \:'.lt:v 

ajrain  savs  : — 


tnj'    ni)it:;V.;iri|,    Captain    .Miiidieton 
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*  'Hilt  this  I  avtrr,  that  he  liiis  very  (ttti-n  ti  Id  iiif.  aiul  not 
loiif,'  since,  that  he  went  I'rom  the  Kattorv  in  t  le  Fall  of  the 
Year,  whith  was  soiiK'tiinc  in  Aiitriist.  and  jjadi'led  aloni,'  the 
Shore  in  a  Canoe,  with  a  Nortliern  Indian  man.  t  nd  a  (iiri.  for 
the  Spaee  of  fourteen  Days,  l.efore  they  (|uitted  tl  e  Canoe;  and 
travelled  afterwards  inland  to  the  Northward  of  tli  •  West.  ab)out 
ten  or  twelve  Days,  and  then  met  with  the  Northern  Indians  or 
iorae  of  them.  Now  eould  they  »)e  fourteen  Days  in  paddling 
hut  twenty  Leagues,  from  Chnrehill  to  Latitude  of  tiO  .  whieh 
in  but  one  I)e};ree?  Tw.'nty  Miles  a  Day  in  a  Canoe,  is  esteemed 
but  easy  Labour  for  him  who  i)addles.  Let  us  suppose  they 
went  but  fifteen  miles  in  twenty-four  Hours,  one  Da-  with  an- 
other: this  yives  two  hundred  atid  ten  Miles  in  the  Space  of 
Time  mentioned,  which  are  .{  :U)'.  and  makes  tiie  liatitnde 
62^  'MY : 

•From  all  the  Accounts  I  could  gi'i.  and  1  have  uuide  the 
strictest  Enquiiy,  the  Northern  Indian  Nations  live  between  the 
Latitude  of  63'  and  64".  The  most  particular  Account  !  ever 
had,  was  after  1  came  home  from  my  last  Voyape.  and  this  was 
from  the  Indian  Lin^viist,  whom  I  had  then  with  me,  and  at  my 
Lodpinps  after  my  Return,  till  about  Christmas,  1742,  when  he 
died.  He  had  been  several  Winters  and  Summers  amon^  them, 
and  said  they  were  never  less  than  thre.  Weeks  or  21  Nights, 
which  is  their  way  of  reckonintr.  in  coming  to  the  Factory;  but 
were  much  longer  in  going  back  (The  Reason  of  this  Difference 
of  Time,  is  that  in  coniiug  to  the  Factory,  the  Way  is  Frozen, 
but  the  Ice  broken  up  when  they  return).  As  near  as  he  could 
make  it  out.  their  Country  lies  in  a  strait  Line  with  the  Sun's 
setting  in  Summer  (from  Chunhill)  which  must  be  about  N.W. 
Now  admit  these  Indians  travelled  but  20  Miles  in  21  Hours, 
which  to  them  is  nothing  when  the  (! round  is  frozen,  this  would 
make  421  Miles,  and  that  Distance  N.W.  will  give  near  5°  of 
Latitude,  which  adtled  to  that  of  Churchill,  places  these  Northern 
Indians  in  Latitud*'  64-  .North:  this  agrees  with  all  the  Accounts 
I   have  heard,  and  with   what   Scroggs'    Indian  said.      See  his 
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Affiiiini  III  WIuiIiImiih'  |{;i_\  :  I'niiii  uliciirc  ihcy  ilcsiroil  him  to 
lf>t  tlii'iii  f'tiii-ii  hidii'',  ,is  III. '11  hcin^  not  ;ili(iv('  tlircf  or  t'niir 
l);t\s'  JoiiriD-v    I'liiiii  tlicii-  Dnii  CiMintry." 

I  ;ill  aldiiu'  iiiKifi^tniiii.  ;iiii|  (III  vi't  Ipi'licvc,  tlijit  Mr.  Norton 
'■oMtimi.'il  tlijit  WiiiliT  .111(1  (iiic  Sniiiiiicr  with  thcsp  N'orthepn 
lii(li;in>,  ,iii(|   returned  the   Winter  roUowinsr,  iiflcr  hiiviriir  triiv- 

eMeil    thri)ll'.,'h(llll     their    t'oimtry,    to    ellUM'-'e    .IS    IIIJIIIV    ;is    |)0^^ihly 

I" iilil,  t mic  down  iind  tr;i(h':  iiiid  if  tliis  wiis  tlic  ('iis<-,  ho 

iiiiirht    \<'r\    \M'li    h;i\e  (ih>erve.|    the   Sim's   ^'oitiL'   round   several 

\h\\-  i(iL,r.iher.  ,iiid  the  iiii|iiiteil  Itliiiiih'r  lulls  lo  the  tiroiiiid.  "•;■ 

,\  feu  yeiirs  later,  in  1T4M.  ,it  the  nM|iiesl  of  Artliiir  Dobbs 
and  others  a  Parliamentary  Investij/jitioii  was  iicld  into  the  <'oti- 
diKl  of  the  Hudson  s  Hay  <'oni|>aiiy.  and  the  foliowinsr  refer- 
ences lo  the  Coppermine  eoiintry.  in  a(hliti.)n  to  those  already 
I'itt'd.  ap|>car  in  the  {{eport  of  tlie  Conunittee  and  in  the  evidence 
snhmitf<'(l. 

..'dward  'riiompson.  who  iiad  heen  three  years  at  .Moose 
Kiver  in   the  Company's  service  as  siirKeon.  said: — 

i'Tliaf  he  ha.s  lieard  the  .\atives  talk  of  a  Sea  lo  the  West- 
ward, which,  liy  their  .Vceoiints,  is  not  far  distant:  and  of  a 
('opper  .Mine,  whicli  lay  on  the  side  of  a  Streight  wliidi  takes 
them  tive  Days  in  crossing:  that  they  describe  the  Water  of  this 
Strt'i>,'lit  to  he  very  deep,  and  that  they  could  not  reach  the  Bot- 
tom witli  Two  Deer-ski-  ,  cut  int<t  Thon^rs:  And  if  a  Sloop  could 
be  brou'rht  alonjr-side  this  Cofiper  Mine,  they  say  they  co'ild 
till  it  in  a  little  time.  And,  hy  their  Account,  this  Streitrht  has 
a  Commiinie.-ition  hoth  with  the  I5ay  and  the  South  Sea. 

'"Tile  Witness  could  not  learn  at  what  Distance  this  wa.s 
from  the  Factory,  nor  did  he  iiKpiire  which  Way  the  Tide  sat; 
hut  the  Indians  said,  that  the  Water  was  deep  and  >il',.  and  there 
■ere  fjreat  Kish  sponting  up  in  it." 

'Vi.l.  .Mr.  IteMi's  Keiiiiirks,  \>.   \ir,. 

f  A  Keply  to  the  Remarks  of  Arthur  Dobbs,  by  Captain  C.  Middleton, 
TiOodon,  1744,  p.  2f'). 

iifepuii  liuiii  iiie  < 'Hidiiiiitec  :ippoiiiicii  to  iii()uir(!  into  ttie  State  and 
Condition  of  tlio  C.mnfri.'M  M.ii.)ining  to  Hudson's  Bav,  London.  Govt.  1749, 
p.  223. 
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"Christopher  Bannister,  who  Jiad  heen  Armourer  and  Gun- 
smith to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  had  resided  in  the 
Bay  about  22  years,  informed  your  Comiiiittte:-- 

•"Tliat  he  had  seen  Copper  frequently  hruu^'ht  down  hy 
the  Northern  Indians,  a  I'iece  of  which  he  pro«Jufed  to  your 
Committee;  and  said,  He  luid  seen  fjreat  (pumtities  of  it  there; 
and  was  informed  by  a  youn^r  Man,  wlio  is  now  at  Hudson's 
Bay,  that  the  Indians  told  him.  that  it  was  hroufht  from  a  Mine, 
in  Search  of  which  the  yonnjr  Man  would  jrladl;    have  >;one." 

f 'Mr.  .\lexander  Browne,  who  has  been  Six  Years  in  tiie 
Company's  S.-rvjep  at  Hudson's  Bay  as  Sur^teon,  informed  your 
Coiiunittce.  that  he  has  seen  both  Copper  and  Copper  Ore  at 
Prince  of  Wales's  Fort  in  Churchill  Kivcr,  wiiich  tlie  Northern 
Indians  informed  the  Witness  they  brou^'ht  from  an  iNthmus 
of  Land,  which  lies  by  a  Lake  at  the  farthest  Extent  of  their 
Country:  That  tis  hard  to  ascertain  the  Distame  from  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Indians,  but  that  tis  judged  to  be  aiiout  Three  or 
Four  hundred  Miles:  That  he  never  heard  the  Indians  say 
whether  there  was  a  Passage  to  this  Place  from  the  Bay  by 
Water,  but  they  informed  him  their  Kivcr  ran  by  it. 

"That  they  brin^'  (hnvn  the  Copper  for  Ornaments;  and 
that  they  brouirht  (U)wn  the  Ore  at  the  Kcipiest  of  (iovernor  Nor- 
ton ;  But  that  the  Witness  does  not  know  wliether  any  of  it  wfis 
sent  to  Kn<rland.  or  whether  any  Trial  was  made  of  it  there: 
That  he  has  seen  about  Foi.r  or  Five  Pounds  of  it,  both  before 
it  was  smelted,  and  after;  and  he  takes  it  to  he  a  rich  Ore,  hut 
does  not  umicrst.iiHl  Metals.  Thai  lie  has  heard  of  Lead  Ore  at 
Hudson's  Bay,  but  never  saw  any. 

'•That  he  never  saw  the  Ividians  smelt  it  :  but  they  informed 
him,  that  the  Earth  was  washed  from  the  Ore  by  Showers,  and 
that  they  smelt  it  on  a  Fire  till  it  runs,  and  then  beat  it,  it 
beinp  very  malleable;  Tliat  he  never  heard  of  a  Copper  ^Mine  on 
the  l,ir<;e  Ann  of  the  Sea.  but  tlie  Ore  is  brought  down  by 
Canoes  to  the  open  Sea  ;  and  that  the  Rivnlet  which  washes  the 

•ht'iMirt.  &<■..  174ii.  p.  L>25. 
t  Scpurt    1749.  p.  2ii»;. 
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^ili(l    ('ii|iiPiT    is    iiiii    kiiciwn    ti.    Iiiivi'    ;iiiy    ( 'oiiiiiiiiiiiiatioM    with 
llii'lvin's    li.iy.    iIm'    Mm.'    \ii'\i\-j   :ilMHit     Kifl.'rii    Mil.^s    t'rutn    tin- 

|)|M||   S,:i,    l.y    the    Aiiniiiits   n\'   tlii'    ll|ili:i|is. 

'I'linl    lh.>    lliiL'lll    li|lf'_'  lllf  <  )|r  in   tlM-if  rilllcil's  ti)  ( 'hiirrliill 

li'iviT.  lint  th.'  W'itiicvs  (jKi'i  s,i\  wlicihcr  tli,.  ('.(iii|>;iii.v  '»  Sluops 
'■"iihl  'JO  i'lihin  l''irt..(i  ><)■  Si\t.-rii  Miles  1(1'  till'  Mine.  siiii'« 
"I'lr  .lie-  ri'<'i|ii<  III  Sliii;iU  III  Ihitsi'  Sims:  liiit  Ciillncs  niiiy  r.iiiii- 
cJllUM  Id  Hint  till'  \'iss|.|s;  I(i|-  tll|.  jii.  |li;il<,s  t|||.  Wlltrr  s(  i  sIuimiIIi. 
Ilial  •>  <':illiir  r.ili  |i\i.  'I'liirly  l.r,ii.'Ufs  friilii  Sin. it.  'rii;it  lit- 
.■||l(Mcllcl|c|s    Ih..    Il|l|i;i||s    ((.nil     II    little    t(P    the    N'c  HM  ll  U  M IM I    lit'    Wllilic 

<'ii\(.  wliidi  licii-  ;i   I'niiit  iir  tu(.  Id  tile  West  dl'  till'  N'orlli   rnim 

riiiiichiii 

"'riiMt  it'  the  liidijiiis  were  iii((iur.i!.'c(!,  they  ninilil  ln-iiii» 
i.Mi';it  <^Miiililitii's  of  (>iv.  ;is  wi'll  ;is  simltiil  ("d|i|icr,  to  WIimIc- 
<"<)Vi':  ,111(1  tli;it  ;i  I'niiini  iiml  ii  Imit'  (if  Orr  would,  in  the  ()|)iiiio!i 
ol'  till'  Witiii'ss.  in'oiliii'i-  ,1  1'oiiihI  ot'  [iiin'  ^^l•tJll.  'rinit  if  F'cr 
soils  wci-i'  si'iit  up  to  the  Miiii'.  tiny  miirlit  smelt  tin-  Ofc  tlicrc; 
l)iif  tlicy  uoiihl  inliour  uiidi'i-  ii  dilTii'iilty  fur  Wiiiit  of  Kiii'l.  tlw 
Coiintiy  iirodncintr  no  Wood;  ;ind  wlijit  tlu'  iiidiiins  sint-lt.  tlmy 
'lo  in  sniiill  (|{uantitios  witli  Moss. 

■"Tlial  till'  Coiintn  altoiit  tin-  Mine  is  only  inlialiitcd  in  the 
FisJimsr  Season:  and  that  he  iitiprclu'ndN  it  pi'oducos  j-'ni's:  And 
that  ill-  never  lieard  the  ('()ii:paiiy  ofVer  to  trade  with  the  Indians 
t'or  Copper:  That  the  iJixuh-t  which  runs  hy  the  Mine  r.iiis  into 
the  Sea;  and  that  he  apprehends  there  is  a  ("oiiniiiinleation  hp- 
t\\i\t  this  Sea  and  Whale  Cove:  'That  he  has  heard  the  late  Mr. 
Norton   I  who  was  the  lirsl  that  hroiiu'ht  the  N'orthern   Indians  to 

trade.   lieillL'  sent    ailioll'.'  thelll    for  that    I'lirpose  hy  the  then  (lov- 

ernoi'  s;iy.  that  he  had  lieeii  at  this  Mine,  and  that  a  eonsider- 
ahle  (^iiaiitit.N-  dt'  Cd|iper  iiii'.'ht  he  hrou'.'ht  down:  That  the  In- 
di:ins  will  carry  their  Canoes,  as  the  Witness  helieves.  ahout 
Kdiir  or  Five  .Miles  over  Land,  hut  tlicy  often  leave  their  Canoes 
and  L'd  within  Land:  That  on  Mr,  Norton's  heini:  sent  to  tlio 
Northern  Jiidiaiis.  a  snuiH  Trade  was  eai-ried  on.  wliicli  has  heen 
iiii|)roved  of  Kite  Years,  hut  notliin'jr  to  what  it  niiijht  he  hy 
iri\in<r  the  I']ncdur:i"_'ciiient  of  :i  (greater  Pri'e  :  Un\  Mr.  Norton 
uovei'  told  the  Witness  why  the  Copper  Trade  was  uot  carried 
iin." 


■'  "'►•■■'/iiiBJL 
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• '('ii(>liiiii  < ',irnitlici-s.  In'iiii;  «'Xaiiiiiii'i|,  iiit'onrn-il  your 
<'c)tii!riittcc,  that  he  luid  roniifr'ly  I ii  in  tlir  scrvi.'.-  ol'  flii'  Hud- 
son \  |!;iy  ('oni|iiiny,  uhicli  In.  ,|nitti'(l  tliirt\   tiM'  years  ayo. 

"'rii;it  111'  has  lir.inl  a  u'cmhI  ilfal  ot'  a  < 'ii|ipcr  Mine  to  the 
N'nrihuaiil  of  (  liinvhill  K'ivcr.  ihr  Iniliatis  s|.iakin<r  "f  it  to  thf 
lnt.M-|(r.irr  uhilr  ili,.  Witn.'ss  was  liy :  Inn  h..  iin<l.Tsto(.,l  no 
"""■'•  ''''I'l  'It.i'  II  lii>  In  IIk'  Nnrtliwanl  ci'  ( 'liiiivliill.  aii-l  that  Ih.' 
•  loviiiicr  uas  iiii-_'lity  t'oii.i  of  tin-  DisiMivi-ry.  and  made  irrcat 
liii|iiir'i's  aliDiit  it. 

•■'rhal  thr  liitciio-.'t.T  r.'|.,.rtri|  ilii.  Ansucis  ot'  thf  Indians 
to  th.'  (lovcMiior  and  ('ciincil.  ot'  nliir^h  the  Witn.ss  was  otn-  and 
tli.y  (h'scrihi'd  the  Miiir  soiiii'tiiii.'s  as  a  tioid  Mine,  sornclinics  as 
a  Col. per  Mine;  j;nd  that  the  Witness  has  seen  ("upper  uliieli 
was  -aid  to  Im  hroinjlit  from  theiiee,  Init  he  does  not  know 
whetle  r  it  was  so  or  not;  That  the  (iovernor  was  very  earnest 
in  lliis  Discovery,  whieli  was  always  his  Topic,  and  he  took  all 
Opportunities  of  niakintr  I'lesetits  to  the  Natives:  And  the  Wjt- 
r.ess  himself  carried  .Mr.  Norton,  who  was  afterwards  (iovernor. 
and  Two  Northern  Indians,  to  ('hurehill.  where  he  put  them  in 
H  Canoe;  and  the  Purjiose  of  their  Voyau'.-  w,. ;  to  make  Dis- 
coveries, and  encourajre  the  Indians  to  come  down  to  trade,  and 

'"■'"«  <""PI'«'r  Ore:     That  1 an't   recollect,  that  he  ever  heard 

how  far  it  was  to  this  Copper  .Mine;  nor  does  he  know  whether 
there  is  an  easy  i)assa}.'e  to  it  hy  Land,  havin<;  never  travelled 
hy  Land  himself,  nor  heard  of  any  F:.xei)dition  of  that  kind,  ex- 
ee;«t  that  undertaken  l,y  Norton  and  the  Two  Indians  afore- 
said." 

In    I7(;s   Kichard   Norton   was  dea.l,   hut   his  half-l.nvd  son. 

-Moses  Norton,  had  l.-eti  appointed  (iovernor  of  I-'ort  Churchill  in 

his   place',  and  durinj.' that  year  some  Indians  hrou-rht  in  heautiful 

si)ecimens  of  Co]),.er  from  that  faltled  Copper  country.  .Norton 

was   so    intereste.l    in    these   new   specimens    from    a    country    of 

which    he   i,,.,!   i;!r'v.dv   douhtless   heard    mueh    from    his   father 

and  others,  that  he  took  passaj;.    -o  the  annual  slii|)  to  Kn-rland 

and  laid  t.efore  the  C.overnors  of  the  (  om,,;!r,v  a  nrojeet  for 
...1. .. *  I. ,  I    t •  . .    J  J     .      . . 

■■;:.;i    ::••    :!i;ir-,  i:.    ,,-)    r„-    trie   .uliiplete   c.\pioralion    Ot    the     'Ountry 
*K<'lMjrt    1749    p.  2.'?1. 
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and  a  definite  settlement  of  the  question  of  whether  there  was 
available  Copper  within  reach  of  the  shores  of  Hudson  Bay  or 
not.  It  is  interestin},'  to  note  that  the  same  ship  which  took 
Governor  Norton  to  England  had  brought  out  William  Wales 
and  Joseph  Dyiiiond  to  observe  the  transit  '^f  Venus  at  Churchill. 

In  the  I'ollowing  year  Mr.  Norton  returned  from  England 
with  autliorily  to  send  out  one  of  his  clerks  named  Samuel 
Hearne  to  t'.\[)lore  the  Coppermine  country.  The  following  is 
an  extract  Iroiii  the  instructions  of  the  ('om[)iiny  as  given  by 
Ilearnc  himself* : — 

"From  the  good  opinion  wc  cutertain  of  you,  and  Mr.  Nor 
ton"s  recoiiiiiiendiition,  we  liave  a^'rced  to  raise  your  wages  to 
.t- -  per  iimmiii  for  two  .\  rjifs.  and  have  placfil  ymi  in  diii- 
Council  at  Prince  of  Wales's  Fort." 

•'Mr.  Norton  lias  proposed  an  inland  journey,  far  to  the 
Xoi'tli  i>\'  Cliurchill.  lo  promote  an  extension  of  ou''  trade,  as 
well  as  for  the  discovery  of  a  North  West  Passage,  Copper  Mines, 
&c. ;  and  as  an  undertaking  of  this  nature  requires  the  attention 
of  a  person  capal)le  of  taking  an  observation  for  determining 
the  longitude  and  latitude,  and  also  distances,  and  the  course 
of  rivers  and  their  depths,  we  have  fixed  unon  you  (especially  as 
it  is  represonte'  to  us  to  be  your  own  inclination)  to  conduct  this 
Journey,  with  proper  assistants. 

••We  therefore  iiope  you  will  second  our  expectations  in 
readily  porfoniiing  this  service,  and  upon  your  return  we  shall 
willingly  nuike  you  any  jicknowledgment  suitable  to  your  trouble 
therein.'' 

ITearne  wiis  then  a  young  man  24  years  of  age,  and  as  soon 
as  possilile  aftei-  .N«>rton"s  arrival  home  he  made  preparations 
for  tlu'  journey  inland.  On  the  Gtii  of  Xoveniber  he  left  Churcli- 
ili.  or  ratliir  Fort  Prinze  of  Wales,  at  the  mouth  of  Churc'iill 
River,  in  comiiaiiy  witii  a  few  (Jhipnewyan  Indians  and  started 
iinrtli-wesiwjird  on  fo<it  Un-  the  Coppermine,  but  he  only  got  a 
short  dist,tnri>  w  li,-n  the  Indians  left  liini  .ind  lie  was  obliged  to 
return. 


*TIo:irni's   .tcniniry,    Xru     l-Mitifin.      Teionto,    1911:    with    introfluntinn 
&c..  In-   .T.    H.    Ivrrell,   p.   .'ie. 
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After  a  couple  of  numtlis  at  home  he  iifjain  starteii  out  in 
the  middle  of  winter  and  wandered  over  tlie  Barren  Grounds 
until  the  foUowin^r  autumn,  wlicn,  i)ein^  aj^'ain  abandoned  by 
his  Indians,  he  was  oijli^ed  to  return  to  his  old  home  on  Hudson 
Bay;  but  on  the  way  iiome  he  had  met  an  Indian  Chief  named 
Matonabl)ee,  who  otl'ered  to  take  him  to  the  Coppermine  River, 
and  who  afterwards  showed  tliat  he  was  able  to  substantiate  his 
offer  by  acM'omplishment ;  so,  on  the  Ttli  of  Ueeendier,  1770, 
after  having  been  home  for  only  twelve  days,  he  aj^ain  started 
out  on  foot  for  the  Co|)permine  River,  and  this  time,  thanks  to 
the  leadership  of  the  threat  Indian  whom  be  aecompanied,  he 
was  able  to  reaeh  the  eountry  that  be  was  in  seareh  of. 

llearne  knew  nothing  of  muies  or  minerals,  but,  like  iimny 
a  man  similarly  ('(luippcd  siii<-f  his  day,  he  was  sent  to  report 
on  a  great  mining  property.  Naturally,  his  report  on  the  mine 
of  copper  is  of  little  value,  but  in  his  Imok  he  has  given  an  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  aeeount  of  life  among  the  Indians  on  the 
Barren  ({rounds  in  his  tinif.  What  be  has  to  say.  however,  is 
interesting,  as  it  is  the  first  account  of  the  occurrence  of  the  cop- 
per by  an  eye  witness.      His  remarks  are  as  follows*: — 

"We  arrived  at  one  of  the  copper  mines,  which  lies,  from 
the  river's  mcuth  about  South  South  East,  distant  about  twenty- 
nine  or  thirty  miles. 

•'This  mine,  if  it  deserves  that  appellation,  is  no  more  than 
an  entire  jumble  or  rocks  and  gravel,  which  has  been  rent  many 
ways  by  an  earthquake.  Through  these  ruins  there  runs  a  small 
river;  but  no  part  of  it,  at  the  time  1  was  there,  was  more  than 
knee-deep. 

"The  Indians  who  were  the  occasion  of  my  undertaking 
this  journey  represfited  this  mine  to  be  so  rich  and  valuable, 
that  if  a  factory  were  l)uilt  at  the  river,  a  ship  might  be  ballasted 
with  the  oar,  instead  of  stone ;  and  that  with  the  same  ease  and 
dispatch  as  is  done  with  stones  at  Churchill  River.  By  their 
account  the  hills  were  entirely  composed  of  that  metal,  all  in 
handy  lumps,  like  a  heap  of  pebbles.  But  their  account  differed 
so  much  from  the  truth,  that  I  and  almost  all  my  companiong 

*Rpf.,   p.   24. 
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.•xpfndcd  iii'iir  four  liours  in  scarcli  of  soiiu-  of  this  metal,  with 

s\i(li  iioor  SMI ss.  tliat  aiiioiif.'  \is  all,  only  onr  pie^e  of  any  size 

I'oiild  he  fniind.  This,  however,  was  rcmarkahly  -rood,  and 
weifrhed  ahove  four  pounds.  I  l)elii've  the  coiJiier  has  formerly 
heen  in  mueh  ■rreater  jilcnty ;  for  in  many  places,  both  on  the 
surface  and  in  the  cavities  and  crevices  of  the  rocks,  ihr  stones 
are  much  tinned  with  verdijrrise. 

•'  It  may  not  he  uMworthy  the  notice  of  the  curious,  in-  undi- 
seiviiif,'  a  ])lace  in  my  .Journal,  to  remark,  that  the  Indians 
imatrine  that  every  hit  of  cojipcr  they  liml  reseinhles  some  ohject 
in  nature;  hut  hy  what  I  saw  of  the  lartre  piece,  and  some  smaller 
ones  which  were  found  l>y  my  coni]>anioiis,  it  reipiires  a  <rreat 
share  of  invention  to  make  this  out.  1  found  that  ditTereiit  people 
had  ditTerent  ideas  on  ;lie  suhject,  for  the  la:  .  piece  of  cop])er 
ahove  meiitioiieil  had  not  heen  found  louf;  tiefore  it  had  twenty 
diflfereiit  names.  One  sayinfr  that  it  resemhled  this  aninud.  and 
allot  her  that  it  represeiited  a  particular  part  of  another;  at  last 
it  was  ■,'enerally  allowed  to  reseml.le  an  Ali>ine  hare  couchant : 
for  my  |)art.  I  mu.st  confess  that  1  could  not  see  it  iiad  the  least 
resemhlaiice  to  aiiythi.ifr  to  which  they  c()mi)ared  it.  It  would  be 
endless  to  enumerate  the  dilTcrent  parts  of  a  deer,  and  other 
animals,  which  the  Indians  say  the  best  pieces  of  coi)i)er  resemble; 
It  may  therefore  he  sutlicicnt  to  say,  that  the  larger  pieces,  with 
the  fewest  liraiiches  and  the  iciist  dross,  are  the  best  for  their 
use;  as  by  tile  hel|)  of  fire,  and  two  stones,  they  can  beat  it  out  to 
an\    shai)e  tiiey  wish. 

•Hefoie  Churchill  h'iver  was  settled  by  the  Hudson  "s  May 
Company,  which  was  not  more  than  fifty  years  lu-evious  to  this 
journey  lieinu'  undertaken,  the  Xorthern  Indians  had  no  other 
metal  hut  copjier  amoiij,'  them,  excei)t  a  small  (luaiitity  of  iron- 
work, which  a  party  of  them  who  visited  York  Kort  aliout  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  huiidr.  d  and  thirteen,  or  one  thousan<i 
sevi'i'  hniidred  and  fourteen,  juirchascd  ;  and  a  few  pieces  of  old 
ifiMi  Iniilid  a!  Cliiircliiil  IJiver,  which  had  uiiilouliledly  iieeii  left 
(riiir  by   Ciittaiii   .MoiiU.      This  beinj:  the  case,   iiuiiibi'rs  of  them 

from  all  c|uarters  .wcd  every  Suuiuier  I"  report  to  these  hills  in 

I  ■    I     ji     1      I...*    1...*  .    :....  ..i.;.-.„..^i..    i,.(,- 
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Ixcn  hfiitcri  liy  the  Imliniis  on  tlicst-  (iccasiotis.  itiul  wliieli  are  yet, 
in  iiiiiny  {)laccs.  very  pci-t\-cf.  csiici  ially  uti  the  dry  ridpos  and 
hills,  is  surprisinfj;  in  llic  valleys  and  inarsliy  frrounds.  however, 
they  are  mostly  <,'i-o\mi  nvet-  with  hertiatre.  so  as  not  to  be 
discerned. 

"The  Copper  Indians  set  a  jrreat  value  on  their  native  metal 
even  to  this  day;  and  prefer  it  to  ii-oii,  I'or  almost  every  use  ex- 
eepl  that  of  a  hatehet,  a  knife,  and  an  awl;  for  these  three  neees- 
sary  implements,  cojjper  inakes  hiit  a  very  poor  substitute.  When 
th-y  e.\eliaii<re  eop[)er  for  iron-work  with  our  tradiii}:  Xorthern 
Indians,  which  is  but  seldom,  the  standard  is  an  i<-e-ehis.sel  of 
copper  for  aii  iee-chi.ssel  of  iron,  or  an  iee-ehis.sel  and  a  few 
arrow-hea.is  of  copper  for  a  half-worn  hatehet ;  but  when  they 
barter  furs  w  ,h  our  Indians  the  established  rule  is  to  (jive  ten 
times  the  j)!  e  for  everytJiiiif,'  they  purchase  that  is  <riven  for 
them  at  the  Company's  Factory." 

After  Ilearne's  visit  in  1771  no  white  man  visited  the  conn- 
try  for  r>U  years,  until  Sir  John  Franklin  arrived  at  the  liea<l 
waters  of  the  river,  and  then  de.scended  and  made  a  survey  of  it 
from  Point  Lake  to  the  Arctic  Ocean.  Fi-aiiklin's  a.-eoinit  of 
the  country  is  intetestinjr.     He  stales: 

*"\\'e  rc.)oincd  our  hunters  at  the  loot  of  the  Copper  .Moun- 
tiiin.\  and  found  they  had  killed  three  musi.-o.xen.  This  circum- 
stan<e  determined  us  on  encainpint;  to  dry  the  meat,  as  then-  was 
wood  at  the  spr)t.  n'e  availed  ourselves  of  this  delay  to  visit  th.' 
Copper  Mountains  m  search  of  specimiris  of  the  ttvf.  a-rreeablv 
to  my  instructions;  and  a  party  of  twenty-one  |)ersons.  consist- 
hifi  of  the  otlicers.  some  of  the  voyaf.'ers.  and  idl  the  Indians,  set 
otf  on  that  excursion.  We  travelled  for  nin<'  hours  over  a  con- 
si<ierable  space  of  ■rroiind.  Iiut  found  oidy  a  few  small  |)ieccs  of 
nativ"  copper.  The  ran^'e  ue  a-iccndcd  >'.as  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river.  c\t.ndin-r  W.X.W.  and  H.S.K.  The  mountains  varied  in 
heiirht  from  twelve  ;.i  lifteen  hundred  feet.  The  uniformity  of 
the  mountains  is  iutei-rupted  by  narrow  Vidleys.  traversc.l  bv 
small  streams.     Tlie  Inst  sjiecimens  of  metal   wi-  |)rocured  were 

*.\   .Tuiirriei    I'min    I'l-iinc  nt'   \V:iifs   l-',.ri    .w,    1!i,.!«..t: '.^   H;.v   '.:■.  •hi-   \-..,r. 
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among  the  stones  in  these  valleys,  and  it  was  in  sueh  situations 
that  our  guides  desired  us  to  search  most  earefully.  It  would 
appears,  that  when  the  Indian-,  si'e  any  sparry  suhstauee  projeet- 
ing  ahove  the  surface,  they  dig  there;  l)Ut  they  have  no  other 
rule  to  direct  them,  and  iiave  n.'ver  found  llie  metal  in  its  original 
rejwsitory.  Our  guides  rei)orted  tiiat  they  fouiul  copper  in  large 
l>ieees  in  every  i)art  of  this  range,  for  two  days'  walk  to  the 
north-west,  and  that  the  Ksi|uimaux  come  hither  to  search  for 
it.  Tlie  annual  visits  whi'h  the  ('()i)j)er  imiians  were  accustomed 
to  make  to  these  mountains,  wiini  most  of  their  weapons  ami 
utensils  were  made  of  coiipcr.  have  heen  discontinued  since  they 
have  heen  enabled  to  obtain  a  .supply  of  ice-ehisseis  and  other 
instruments  of  iron  hy  the  estahlisiuneiit  of  trading  jiosls  near 
their  liunling  groiinds.  That  none  of  those  who  accompanied 
us  had  visited  them  for  nuiny  years  was  evident,  from  their 
ignorance  of  the  spots  most  abundant  iu  metal. 

"The  impracticability  of  navigating  the  river  upwards  from 
the  sea,  and  the  want  of  wood  for  fonning  an  establishment, 
would  prove  insuperable  objections  to  rendering  the  collection 
of  copper  at  this  part  worthy  of  mercantile  speculation."* 

Among  the  members  of  Franklin's  party  was  Sir  John 
Richardson,  the  great  naturalist,  and  his  account  >f  it  is  much 
more  detailed  than  tlmt  given  t)y  his  chief  and  is  here  appended: 

"The  Copper  Mountains  appear  to  form  a  range  running 
S.E.  and  X.W.  The  great  mass  of  rock  in  the  mountains  seems 
to  consist  of  felspar  in  various  conditions;  sometimes  in  the 
form  of  felspar  rock  or  claystone,  sometimes  coloured  by  horn- 
blende, and  approaching  to  greenstone,  but  most  generally  in 
the  form  of  dark  reddish-brown  amygdaloid.  The  aiiiygdaloidal 
mas-ses,  contained  in  the  amygdaloid,  are  either  entirely  pistacite 
(Epidote),  or  pi.staeite  enclosing  calc-spar.  Scales  of  native 
copper  are  very  generally  disseminated  through  this  rock, 
through  a  species  of  trap  tutV  whii'h  uearyl  reseiidiled  it.  and 
also  through  a  reddish  sandstone  on  which  it  appears  to  rest 
When  the  felspar  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  slaty  claystone, 
which  it  did  towards  the  base  of  the  mountains  on  the  banks  of 


'Narrativp  ot  a  Journev  to  tiip  Shon-s  of  tiip  P(iiur  Srtt  in   the  vears 
lSt9,  2i).  2\.  and  2;i,  by  .Totin  Franklin.     London,  1823.     4to,  pp.  340-1. 
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the  ri\('i'.  uc  otisci\ ed  im  ioi>|iiT  in  it.  Tlie  nuifrli  and  in  gen- 
tral  rounded  and  iiiore  elevated  jiarts  ;  tlie  mountain,  are  fom- 
pused  of  the  amygaloid ;  but  between  tiie  eniinenees  tiiere  oceur 
many  narrow  and  deep  valleys,  which  are  hounded  by  perpen- 
dieular  mural  prc(  ipicrs  of  trrcenstone.  It  is  in  these  valleys, 
amontrst  the  loose  soil,  that  the  Indians  seareh  for  copper. 
Aiiion^'st  tln'  speriiiH'Us  we  jiicked  u\)  in  these  valleys,  were 
plates  of  native  copper:  masses  of  pi^taeite  eontaininjr  native 
cojiiH-r:  of  trap  rock  with  associated  native  c(»pper,  green  niala- 
ehite,  coi)per  glance  or  xaricgateil  copper  oi'c  and  iron-shot  cop- 
pei-  •rreen;  and  e/  j.rre(  iiish  grey  prehnite  in  trap  (the  traj)  is 
felspar,  deeply  coloured  with  hornblende),  with  disseminated 
native  copper;  the  copper,  in  some  specimens,  was  crystallized 
in  rhond)oidal  dodecahedrons.  We  also  found  sonie  large  tabu- 
lar fragments,  evidently  i)ortions  of  a  vein  consisting  of  preh- 
nite. associated  with  calcareous  spar,  and  native  copper.  The 
Indians  dig  wherever  they  observe  the  prehnite  lying  on  the 
soil,  e.\i>(  rience  having  ta\ight  them  that  the  lai'gest  pieces  of  cop- 
per are  found  associated  with  it.  We  did  not  observe  the  vein 
in  its  original  re])ository,  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  Indians 
have  found  it,  but  judging  from  the  si)ecimens  just  mentioned, 
it  most  [)robably  traverses  felspathose  trap.  We  also  picked  up 
some  fragments  of  a  greenish-grey  coloured  rock,  apparently 
sandstone,  with  disseminated  variegated  copper  ore  and  copper 
glance;  likewise  rhomboidal  fragments  of  white  calcareous  spar, 
and  some  rock  crystals.  The  Indians  report  that  they  have 
found  copi)er  in  every  ])art  of  this  range,  which  they  have  exam- 
ined for  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  N.W.,  and  i  nt  toe  Esqui- 
maux come  hither  to  search  for  that  metal.  We  afterwards 
found  some  ice-chisels  in  ()ossession  of  the  lattei'  [leiiple  twelve  or 
fourteen  inches  Um<s.  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  fiprrneil  of 
pure  copjiei'. 

■'To  the  northward  of  the  ('op|)er  Mountains,  .it  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  miles  in  a  direct  line,  a  similar  range  of  trap  hill.s 
occurs,  having,  however,  less  altitude.  The  intermediate  coun- 
try is  unexeu.  but  not  hilly,  and  couvists  of  a  deep  sjuidy 
soli,  Willi  li.  ivih  li  1  lit  tlii'uuiiii  in  liie  ruiiii  i>,  discloses  extensive 
beds  of  light-brownish   red  sandstone,  which  appenrs  to  belong 
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t.)  till'  new  fell  siiml^toiir  fi>iiii;itii)ii.  Till'  siiiiic  link  liavin-r  ii 
tliiii  sl.iiy  struct II ri',  iiiid  diiiiiinir  to  tln'  imrtliwanl,  turiiis  [icr- 
(X'liilicnliir  Willis  to  llic  river,  wliosr  ImmI  lies  a  lnin<lri'il  iimi  titty 
feet  Ih-Ikw  tile  ii'Vrl  of  tile  plain.  Tlic  ciiiiiu'tici's  ill  till'  plain  an; 
wrjl  cldtlird  with  'jrass,  and  free  from  tlii'  lar;.'!'  Idosc  stones  so 
eoiiiiiiiin  on  tile  llarreii  (Iriumds.  hut  tlie  ridu'es  of  trap  ari'  near- 
ly de>t  it  lite  III'  \'eL!otation. 

■  r.ryiiiid  tile  last-iiiiiit  imied  tra])  raiiire,  wliieli  is  ahout 
twenty  miles  Irum  the  ^ra.  Ihr  eiiiilltr\'  lieenmes  still  more  level, 
the  same  kind  ol'  sandstone  eiintiniiiin.'  as  a  suhsoil.  The  plains 
nourish  only  a  coarse  short  irrass,  and  the  trees  which  had  lat- 
terly dwindled  to  small  (•lumps.  i:rn\vintr  only  on  low  points  on 
the  odtro  of  the  river  under  shelter  of  the  hi-rli  hank,  entirely  dis- 
appear. A  few  raiiiivs  of  tiap  hills  intersect  this  pi;!:;  also,  hut 
they  have  much  less  elevation  than  those  we  passed  lii<,'lier  up 
the  stream. 

"The  river  in  its  section  of  the  plaiu,  as  far  as  Hloody  Fall, 
presents  alternately  clitVs  of  reddish  sandstone,  and  red-coloured 
slaty  indurated  elay  or  marl,  and  shelving,'  wliite  clay  banks.  At 
Hloody  Fall,  the  stream  cuts  throu<.'li  a  thick  bed  of  dark, 
purplish-red  felspar  rock,  similar  to  that  observed  at  the  Koeky 
Defile,  and  as.sociated.  as  at  that  place,  with  a  rock  eoniposed 
principally  of  li<rlit  red  felsjiar  and  i|uart/.  but  which  is  probably 
a  species  of  red  secondary  szraiiite.  At  the  Bloody 
Kail,  the  fels]iar  rock  is  cuvered  to  the  depth  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  feet  '.vith  a  bed  of  preyisli  white,  and  rather  tena- 
cious clay,  which  beinu'  dci'idy  intersected  witli  ravines,  forms 
steep  hills.  Nearer  the  sea.  the  river  is  bounded  by  very  steep 
cliffs  uf  yellowish-  ■  hite  sand;  and  on  the  sea-coast,  the  above 
mentioned  red  •rranite  re,ip|ie,irs  on  the  west  bank  of  the  I'iver, 
foriiiinu'  a  riiirLred  ridi^e  about  two  hundred  .ind  fifty  feet  hij;h." 

In  the  same  year,  1S21.  Franklin  and  Ivichardson  found  trap- 
rocks  of  the  copptu'-bearini:  series  eastward  alone;  the  Arctic 
Coast    for  iiearh    two  hundred  miles,  or  as  f.ir  as  the  east  side 
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(if    r.iltlilllst     llili-t.    lliolltrll    IHi  i-ii|i|ii  I-   or   colilirr  OIC    MM-Ill>    1(1    IlllVt! 
lii'i'II    I'lMlllil    ill   tiirill. 

Oil  Kr!iiiklin\  '.  cuiid  jiniriit'y  in  l^Ufi  Hidiiirdson  n-rog- 
riizcd  tlic  fxisliiicc  nt'  rocks  of  Niiniljir  cliiinirtcr  at  a  luuiilicr  of 
jKiiiits  alorij:  the  .\r<ti<'  Coast  tor  2(10  nili's  wi'st  of  the  CopiXT- 
iiiinc  l\i\iT. 

With  icj;ai'(l  to  till'  (•hai'a<'tcr  and  at.'f  of  .uiic  of  these  roeks 
Sir  .lohii  liichardson  sa  vs  :-    * 

"The  'jiiart/  rock  beds  i:ci|uire  occasioiiallx  a  |>is;aehio- 
j^rreeii  colour,  as  if  from  tlie  preseiii'c  of  e|iidote.  A  simihir  stone 
oi'curs  at  Pisreon  Kixer  on  the  north  sliore  ol"  l-ake  Sii|>eri()r; 
iiiid  the  iiiiiestones  and  sandstones  of  the  latter  district,  witii  tiicir 
associated  ti-a|)  rocks,  as  at  'rhnnder  Mountain.  corres|)ond  in 
most  respects  witli  thosi-  li.twicti  Cape  I'arr.v  and  the  Co[)per- 
laine  I{i\cr;  and  conse(|uently,  if  we  can  rely  on  litliolojfical 
cliaraeters,  they  may  lie  considered  as  the  oldest  iiieiuhers  of  the 
Silurian  siiies.  or  as  the  rocks  on  uhieli  that  series  is  deposited, 
to  which  epoch  the  Lake  Superior  formation  has  lieeii  assiirned.'' 

l-'roiii  the  description  ipioted  ahovc  it  would  appear  that  the 
rocks  on  the  ('oppermiiie  IJiver  are  similar  to  the  ('ojiperdjear- 
in<;  rocks  on  l.,ake  Superior,  and  that  the  conditions  under  which 
tlie  copper  occurs  are  also  similar  to  them  under  which  it  occurs 
on  Ki'ewena«  Point  (ui  the  south  shore  of  I<aki'  Superior.  Speak- 
in<r  hroadly.  these  rocks  would  appeal'  to  indicate  a  repetition 
to  tie-  i'"i'tli  of  i|ie  u'reat  Arcliean  protaxis  of  tlif  conditions 
\\hic'li  lia\i'  prexailed  on   Lake  Superior  to  tlii-  south  of  it. 

Since  l-'r;iiikiiii  and  Hi'-luirdson  \i-ited.  iii;ip|)ed  and  de- 
scrihed  tllis  reuiiiii.  \ery  little  attention  has  Ireell  paid  to  it, 
ihoUL'li  'rhonias  Sihipsoii  allcl  .loliil  i\ae  lolli  crossed  tli''  Cop|>er- 
iniiir   i;i\.r.  :ini!  iii;d<c  i,ii  iilioii  uf  it   ill  their  .loiirnaU. 

The  'r;)p-  ;,!id  asso'ialed  roi'k>  iiia.x'  ro\cr  .-i  \er_\-  iiiltcil 
lai''_ei-  ;iri  ,1   tliaii   vr  kimw   nl'  .m    prrscn!.   for.    in    ll'ii:;     [    umnd 

llli-lll    on    \\:.-    Iiipi'lh    vh.o,.   of    |)i.,.ii;MI!H     i    ::k>-.    Mild    oil    lilr    1  >;»l!r,iunt 

luMM-  lielnu   t!.-  !.:il;.-.      .\ s  hit,,  n^  IIKli:  the  late  David  llanhury 

as'-'  'idi'   !    (    u:  ipi-i-'M'ir    |;;--,i'     ;is    t'.'l  !'   as    1  hi'    piirt.'lL'i-    !li(o-i','|1     hear 

Lake  ill  his   jouriiiy  i'iom!   Hud-on  l-!ay  to  the   .Macken/je   IJixer, 
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anil  ln'  has  iiit'iitiDiiod  in  liis  hook  tliat  one  of  his  men  named 
Sandy,  wliile  tracking):  up  tlie  river,  '"was  nearly  tripped  up 
by  a  <'hunk  of  Native  Copper  on  the  shore.     It  weighed  about 

tWclvi'  pollllcis.  "'• 

Though  Ilanbnry  pives  us  little  or  no  information  about 
the  eopper-bearinf;  rocks  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Coppermine  River,  he  gives  us  very  positive  information  about 
those  rocks,  and  the  occurrence  of  the  metal  in  them,  in  and 
around  Bathurst  Inlet  and  Melville  Sound,  175  miles  east  of  the 
Copiu'rmine  Uiver,  substantiating  Richardson's  description  of 
the  country,  and  adding  to  it  evidencfc  of  the  presence  of  native 
copper. 

The  following  is  his  description  of  the  rocks  and  the  occur- 
rence of  copper: 

•'On  the  16th  (of  June.  1912).  we  reached  Barry  Island, 
which  one  of  my  Eskimo  had  described  as  the  best  place  for 
copper.  lie  now  said  copper  was  more  plentiful  on  an  island 
six  or  eight  miles  north  of  Fowler  Bay.  However,  two  pieces 
of  native  copper  were  found  in  the  evening. 

"The  nixt  day  we  searched  for  copper  on  the  north-w(>st 
shore  of  the  island. 

"The  main  rock  of  the  island  is  a  fine-grained  basalt  which 
Dr.  Flctt  described  as  granular,  holocrjstalline,  and  non-por- 
phyritic.  and  a  good  dead  decomposed.  The  rock,  although  hard, 
is  easily  broken  in  all  directions  by  a  tap  of  the  hammer.  The 
siimmit  of  t'e  island  is,  ho^^  ver,  formed  of  a  rock  of  the  char- 
acter of  Xo.  6,  which  is  described  as  coarse-grained  ophitic  doler- 
ite  with  plagioclasc  and  augitc.  and  perhapr,  a  few  graias  of 
olivine.     The  ophitic  structure  is  very  perfect. 

''The  underlying  basalt  flips  west  at  an  angle  of  about  25 
degrees,  and  it  is  in  this  rock  that  the  native  copper  occurs. 
The  copper  is  plentiful,  for  tiie  (piantity  we  obtained  was  found 
after  but  a  liricf  search,  and  on  a  nt'ighbouring  island.  Kun-nu- 
yuk,  a  mass  of  coppi-r  had  just  been  found,  so  large  that  a  man 
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could  hardly  lift  it.  There  also  copper  is  often  found  in  the 
tide-way.  The  whole  of  the  lower  levels  on  Harry  Island  are 
covered  with  debris  from  the  basalt,  and  where  the  rock  has 
been  disintegrated  by  weathering,  copper  has  fallen  out,  so 
that  flakes  of  the  metal  may  be  found  along  the  sea-shore.  In 
many  plaees,  too,  green  patches  indicate  that  nuggets  or  flakes 
of  copper  have  recently  fallen  out  from  their  matrix. 

"The  copper-bearing  rock  also  contains  crystalline  quartz, 
some  of  which  forms  beautiful  amethystine  veins,  of  which  some 
specimens  were  taken. 

"This  island,  Barry  Island  or  Iglor-yu-uUig,  is  several 
miles  in  length,  and  perhaps  three  or  four  miles  across.  The 
island  to  the  south-south-cast.  Kun-nu-yuk,  is  still  larger,  bcside.s 
which  there  is  an  island  to  the  south-west  which  has  given  much 
copper,  and  there  are  copper-yielding  islands  to  the  north.  The 
copper-bearing  formation  holds  good  everywhere  except  on  the 
summit  cappings  of  the  islands. 

"On  the  23rd,  on  our  way  across  Bathurst  Inlet,  we  ap- 
proached a  flat-topped  precijiitous  island  very  much  resembling 
a  kopje. 

"About  five  miles  beyond  this  limestone  island  we  passed 
a  small  b.isaltic  island  on  -.vhich  two  pieces  of  copper  ore  were 
picked  up.  It  seeiiis  as  if  copper  is  to  be  f'ouml  wherever  this 
basalt  occurs. 

"With  the  exception  of  some  precipitously-cut  rocks  near 
our  cimiii,  this  ishui<l  is  formed  uf  the  sitriie  i)artly-(lfi-()iuposed 
bnsalt  as  Harry  Island.  It  is  described  as  fine-grained,  granular 
crystalline,  decomposed  basjilt. 

•■  Altliou<_'li  we  liid  rmt  I'iiid  so  much  copper  here,  the  green 
Jiiarks  on  the  rocks  were  more  numerous,  but  we  did  not  spend 
an  hour  altogether  in  the  search.  One  of  our  Kskimo  ki.cw  of 
a  large  iriiiss  of  eopper  un  the  south-west  shore  of  the  island, 
which  he  stated  to  lie  as  iiuich  as  five  feet  in  length,  ami  three 
ineiic.-,  tiiiok.  It  iinitriahd  Uum  the  rocks  lUKier  the  '.yrier,  it 
was  said,  but  there  was  too  iinicl.  ice  for  us  to  find  the  copper. 
A  piece  ot'  ((iiiirt/  witii  eopper  ore  anil  n;ttive  eop|icr  was  picked 
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link  li.Ti'  i^  :i  ill  riiin|Hisril  lias.ilt,  lini-i.'1'iiiriiMi,  jiml  i.of  milike 
Nil.   1  ■").  lull   \  ■■>iriilai'. 
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Ul.llhl.     wllil'r      ,,!■     ;,L.Min     Inllllil     tlir     ii  1 1  ■  |  ir  r- 1 "  •:!  I'i  IILT     lia^ai'.     allil 

ari-iiii||ii'^ly  \\i-  niin laiiiml  a  vral'i-li  thai  rr-.ultril  111  our  rol- 
li-rliii'/  aliiiiit  "J  lli^.  \vii'_'lit  111'  i'ii|,|ir|-.  Till'  metal  a |i|iiNi fi'i|  to 
lir  vi'i-v  pir^i^iiiii  in  ii>  uiTiiriTii-'i'  in  tlie  jiai'lly  i|i-i'i)iii|"i>imI 
li:i--ail  111'  \'  lii'h  all  ll;.'  i-lainU  '>\e  |ia---'i|  that  'lay  riiiiNisicil. 
'I'iii'  ;',:ki  N  III'  i-ii|i|M  !■  -n  III!  .  1  ti)  1 1,  al  w  a\  -  \  •  I'l  h'al  \'  hill  ia  i !  ■  i  r 
yi.'k  :iialii\.  'I'lii  nii-l;>  nf  thi-^  l-.!:il|i|.  Nvlfir  tlii-y  alT  ll  '1  ijis- 
itil"'.'iali  il.  .!■.■  '-.I'll  siiiiiiit!ii-.|  |,y  '.I'aiiai  ai;iiii\,  an.!  tli.'  ^Iriiu 
a  : .     ;  I  ail '.  r-  'I  i>  a  ||.  i   '  i :-'  1 11.  I  !  N    '  r.  i  .  i       ■!.!  'i   .a;  !--,:'  j     .a-.' 
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^ilii  i  '.HI  i'.a'iiil!!.-!  In  |.iil.i!-l;  ii  tliri.ll.jl,  the  kilhllii-v  ,;,'  ihi- 
'"^.  i:''  I  a' ■'  111'  lit"  Annaarin  Mi;vi.|,|.|  ,,t'  Xalni'ai  Ili-lnry.  '{"lie 
iMl'i.' la.. :  i.in  i-  ri.nlailii.j  in  a  l.-i'iM'  friiai  Mr.  \'.  SiirMi-snn. 
■'  I'.'M.  la.  i..n  I!:  ■  .  .IriN  ],•.  ]i]\,  .m.l  a.i.l  i',  — nl  U,  \)y.  I!.  ( '. 
I.  ■■  M    ..a.l-.     \  '■      !.     Ml    ..  nai    ..i'    Na'll:;.;     Ills'. irx      \    'A 

N'..ri-    '■■'>.       y\".    "<<■■■'],-■•]]    \>.  vitr-.   a-,    riilliiw^: 

■'!'.'  .H.|r;-  '..:■-.  'i.  Ur  fnlUi.l  nil  t'a'  I  '■  i|  i|  ..aail  i  llr  i;i\.-r 
'i.i^  I  . ca  ..j.a.'aily  kii.i'.-,!l  'nr  lnnrr  tlail,  a  .-I'mar.'  ;  \\a  I'lillll:!, 
'  "■■  ■  .<  I-.  l!--,l  .■•  .n'l  K-kia  ..s  a. -ail  ,l  !l;.'  i  i\r;-.  \.,  Li!..  \rry 
i'i''l'  '.'.]'  --.laa  i-.ipi'r"  ..11  In.'  i.aMk■^  iii-.a!si.iiia  1  !y.  i|i']i.-iii!  .-hii'lly 
"n  iia.  li.a.ia'  a.'j.i^i  .  iii.rlii  .i''  |);-aiai  l.ak,'.  Xrila.'!-  i.f  llii'm' 
ri'.ja.n-.  i>  lidi  in  nati\-..  .•,i|,|„j..  |,,ui\ri,  naiipai'.  .|  with  llii- 
I'l'iinr,  la-    i...r:  i.-.  a-:    n.     I'lna-,.    AMmi'I    Si.nml."      mi    X'irioi-ia 
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llii-    is    !h"    .1I>1     |-iM-iii'il    ll!     111..    ...'laUTi-lli'i.    .,i'    liatixi'    riijipi.c 

"I'  ''■■:■  "'.I.!  ll -lirai  ill'.:  rii.-k>  ..n  anv  <,(  iii(>  lar'j-i'  i^'aiiils  in  tlie 
Airli.-  •),  ,.aii.  anil  a^  I'lin,-,-  Allirii  Smiii'l  is  pnihaMy  a'-iTs- 
•'i'lh'  III  I..  I'an  '.oiii'i  ships  liy  \Nay  iit'  i'.ihiiii.:  Si-a.  thi>  lnrality 
lai'jlit    <'i-   ia:|.ii  .'asi.a-  In  rxphir."  all. I   liillH's   ini'jht    !"■   iiin.-h    more 
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nM.lily  i|c\clo|ir(l  IhiPii  HI  lf!r  ili>.ln"t>  nil  the  in;iiiihiii<l  in  ilii- 
\ii'iiiit.v  of  the  ( ''i|p|ii'?-miii('  Uivriv 

■Iml'^iiiir  IrDiii  tlif  i'\  id.iii'i'  Inn'  (ncsfritcd.  th-  i'xiNti'iii'>-  of 

.1      LIfiMl      i'ii|i|.i-?'   lii-;ilUI!.'     ;ll'i:i      "II      tlh-      Al'i'til'      (  'd.lsl      of      Allli'lilM 

lli'.ir  till'  ( 'u|i|irnriiiii'  Ii'ivii-  i^  i-.'lt:iill,  Mini  it  i>  iiUo  r<':iMiiial>ly 
ri'iMiiili  tliiit  thiit  :n'i'.i  i^  \i'l\'  inll<-li  liiui^'  cxtm  ,!v  i'  lliMIl  tile 
.•(i|>|ii'r-lM;ii'iiii_'  ;ii'<',i  vuiilli  ot'  I,:j!<i'  Siipciiiir.  csii'i  liiiii.',  .is  it 
ciipi'>.  I'lciiii  \'ictori;i  Liili'l  :iliil  tin'  iiilU  wc-t  nl'  tin-  ( 'ii|>|ii'|-|iiiiii' 
liiviT  In  thr  >llurr->  n|'  1 '.,i  I  li  II  f^t  lllli't  fiif  lu  tlir  c-ist.  ImiI  wIp'tlhT 
ii;il  i\  .■  i-(,|.|,,  I-  will  li''  I'mHI'I  ,-||i  >  w  Iii|  '  .-iv  phiii  I  I'llli}  i ,' Isl  riliMlfij 
iir  111  siuJ!    rii'li  si'LTi-i  ij.il  i'lii^  :is  mi    K.rw  i  imw    I'n'iii!.   i>  ,\  rt   i|iiit<; 

llllriTt.iill,  A^    the    rilp|liT-lM';Mill'J     .iri'.l     ill     \i  ll'l  1  ItTII     (  'il  IlMi  ill     is 

I;iil:iT  it  i-  i|iiili'  |i.i>.ili|r  thai  lib  iiiilii  r.il  ijip  i~.il-.  iii.i\  hi-  ~iii;- 
l^iil\  |arL;i'i'.  aii'l  it  i^  wurtli  wlii!.-  I'm-  tin'  ('aiimliaii  |..ii|i|.'  to 
liihi  iiiii  '  liitli'T  V  f\  ha\i'  ill  tl;i^  I'.ir  iinrt  Ihtii  I'lMiiiti'v  a  l'I'i'.iI. 
r.  >'i\.-  'il'  iii|i|.r|-  i,r.-  I'lir  ilif  ii^r  dI'  I  hiinv,  |\  ,-s  am!  Ilh  v.oil.i 
>■  I  .  11  ll,"  '!i!li.>  that  a'-.'  ll.u     li.'iiii.'   \^..rl^.  .1  >iial!  Iii'.-..mm-  •  |c|  >|.t.-t  I. 

II  iliaV    ^""111     t''liiliv|l     I'nr    Us    tcl    v|,,-|hl     l||u|h'>'    .it     tllr     pl-.'-rlit     lilllC 

III  ill   liTlliilli      tilr    I'Ni-ti-lli-i     III'    liililii'-.    Ill     nfi'    wllii-ll    \M'    r.lllll'lt     llsl', 

iiiil  rii|i|irr  i->  lUii'  111'  till'  iMiist  iisi'lill  nii't::ls  ill  tlii'  wiirlij  !.p  'lay, 
..Ihi  it  !..  h  MH— .  .-I  haliul!  liki'  .III  iliill\  hlllal  Id  stllilv  its  "Tr  Pi'- 
>i|-\is  ill  unlr:-  that  il  ina\'  ili-.il  \'iili  tin  in  wi^ily.  alhl  h.aVi' 
thi'iii  i!i.\  I'l.ipnl  ill  -11, h  ,-1  V  .-ly  that  tl'-y  '.'ill  1  riii'j-  tin-  un-.-iirst 
I  iili'tii  til  till'  pi'iiph'.  Till  i-i  I'liii'.  I  ..\  that  >.'••  < ',' li.'iir.'in-., 
I'.iiuw  iiiu  t'lal  \'.i'  piisri'ss  all  .iri'.i  ul'  pntiiiti.al  ■.,i'.)ll!i  in  mpprr 
ill  tli.'t  t'ai'  iiiiM  hi'il!  iiiiilil  r,\  .  vlimili!  lAalnilir  it  iM  fi'l'ii  1 1 ;.  imi 
tiM'l  mil  whi-'hrr  w  i  lia\r  a  ii:itiiral  a-vi't  iIum.  that,  i  l'  ititi'lli- 
Ui-ntly  ilsiil.  will  ail'l  '.•ii'ati.\  tu  llh-  wi-allli  ul'  lln'  lialinli.  i>r 
whithi'f  \\i'  arr  pri'p.i  ml  tu  h.iiiii  ii\i-r  that  pussihli'  issri  wi  li- 
mit   kliiM\it|i^'   ulhthrr   it    is    \alll.ili|''  m-   llnt,   tn   p;-i\a|i'   ill'l,>  i.l'l.iU 

wliu,  liy  till'  '  Aprinlil  iirr  111'  a  liillr  i-.ipital  ami  i  in  il'>".  may  iiiaki' 
i-nnnnniis  inrtiiiirs  as  a    I'l'siilt   III'  mil-  !ii'jliui-iii-i'. 


K:'li.i:<'-      \iiii.  W  iii'ii     |..-,.-i.|;' III:;     liii-      il..-..     |.aj.i'i-     :!ii.      p.tln.r    i'\ 

li'!iit...|    s|,..i-i.r..'i  -    .,|  iiMtivr    r.iaii.i     villi.  Il    1. 11. 1     li.-.'i      |.r.i|i_'M     l.y     li-ki'nu-i 

Trii'ii    tl.i-    I  M|.|i.  rii  in,.  !,'u,i.      s,,i,.    ..|'    :\.,.    ii.i;,j.'ii..t,'s    HIT,,    til,'    |,r,,:,i-r' V 

.  ♦■   1.;^   !.,...il.,.,.,    \\f      I  w      ■[•,,..,.n      ,1'    !!.....;i.,,,.     ^.i,,   ..i...;.,.!    iK,..;.    ;,.'i,i..i. 

.Ill  his  ;ii|i  ..i,.r,,>-  \hr  l'.:!|i..ii  l.:i;..ls  tr,,,ii  l.l,':!!  S!-!\,.  I,:ik,'  I,,  lln'i-.'ll  \',:i\  : 
vliii..  ii'liiTs  i\,.ii,  .,!i!.ii:i  ..i  !,y  Mr.  Al-'.,?,  -it  'iiiir.-lrjl  i  r,,ir  K-kiiim-  ■■■'.  > 
!■,.>. .;■:... I  tli.T..  !,,  trill,'. 


auifi 


SKETCH   MAP     -  r"    roPP 


COPPERMINE  RIVER  DISTRICT 


T 


■"'.■■••'■/-*■       ■     ■^•^  ^      "^     ,^  . 


'     i>   M    /I    S 

111'  ^' 


■,  ^ 


■N^^.w..  Y     C 


7S 


■-■;);  ' 


'■'         3         H        il         .M         ^^  j; 


X 


,1 


I-* 

I 

!        i: 


\ 


^-i^. 


.?. 


N        D 


'■•J 


'■  «ir' 'i<*  , 


'•v'1 


-  i 


II 

I. 


—  —  J 


MAP  OF   COPPERMINK   RIVER 


^pg^HiTS-y  •yjf- 


mMmmssmsssmsm 


.,;M    i  -     -«»>-- 


mm 


:^'-^i^r-; 


